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Decoration Day|or the First Memorial Day in Hartford, VT]

FromThe LandmarkApril 15, 1882

Grand Stand, Soadwir of Tows Lurider &, Jduiy 6, )

A little less than a year ago a move was made in Hartford
by some of the survivors of the civil war, to organize an association
of the honorably discharged veterans with a view to the due obser-
- vance of the day set apart by the national as well as state law, for
; the proper commemoration of the survivors, and preservation of the
i memory of those who gave their services and their lives to save the
¢ nation in its four years of utmost peril. A society was organized in
N May, 1881; articles of association were adopted, officers chosen,
& and the secretary of the association opened a record of the articles
of association of "The Hartford Memorial Soldiers Associatien,"
its members, officers, and proceedings. It offers membership to all
honorably discharged soldiers and sailors of the war of the rebel-
lion, or any previous war in which our country has been engaged.
Its present membership is about 30. On last memorial day, May 30th 1881, immediately upon its organization,
exercises were held at the cemetery between White River Junction and Hartford village, which, for lack of
time were quite informal, and details were sent to the several cemeteries in other parts of the town (except
Quechee where similar exercises were held) to decorate the graves of soldiers in each.

It is proposed to commemorate the coming anniversary Tuesday, May 30th, 1882, in a manner befit-
ting the occasion, which a united people has set apart as a holiday on which the living may gather to strew the
(Continued on pagsg)

NEXT PROGRAM
The White River Junction Tel ephone

Our next regularly scheduled program meeting, to be held on Wednesday,"Jwik Bighlight the
women who served as telephone operators in the White River Junction office. We are grateful to four former
g operators, Kay Wilbur, Ann Rogenski, Carolyn Cheney and Lucille
Spauling, who so graciously allowed themselves to be interviewed
for this program so that the story could be told in their own words.

The New England Telephone Company opened its first of-
fice in White River Junction in October of 1894. It was located in
| the Junction House, on the site of the present Hotel Coolidge. We
have a picture of those original operators in their long skirts and
" Gi bson Girl hairstyles, sitting
ready to make connections for their customers. Operators sat just
{8 inches away from each other, and when a call came in, they an-
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FromtheChair ﬁ_Picnics are Forevero.

history and development of our local parks at the ex-
Those of us who have attended Vermont Hisribit, but any information or stories you can share with
tory Expo in the past were happy to learn that it will bgs will be added to the collection and used to add a
held again this year at the Tunbridge Fair Grounds gBction to the Book Update on our parks.
June 26 and 27. Of course, the Hartford Historical So- We are still searching f®ICNIC PHOTOS;
ciety has a space reserved! This is the same-@e€K jt's not too late to add more to our collage. Please sub-
that many of you will be participating in the Hartfordnit a copy (or Pat Stark can scan it for you) with loca-
High School Alumni activities, and as | reflected ofion and family name(s) by June 1st. Feel free to in-
the joy of such occasions and the Expo theme: "Bagkde a story, if appropriate.
to the Land, Again” | recalled earlier days when reun- We have picnic baskets and equipment galore
ions often meant picnics! that date back as far as 1940, but if you have anything
Those were the days when in this area org preWWII vintage you would be willing to share,
could have a picnic just about anywhere. A Sund@¥ease let us know....especially an-izeam freezer!
drive usually meant putting the ice cream freezer in the Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 9,
back of the car, and the kids could take turns crankingld it is time to elect a new President and a new Treas-
Sometimes on a hot evening, we took supper and hagkgr. Our current Board of Directors is willing to con-
picnic in the park at the weekly Band Concert. Peopiue, but we always welcome additional members
still picniC, but it is I|ke|y that vendors will be prOVid PLEASE share your time and talent with us and
ing the food! help your society.
Here in the Hartford area, there are still many
acres of land where residents may hike and picnigoking forward to seeing everyone at the Annual
When | discovered that the Hartford Parks and Recregeeting June 9at the Hartford Church.
tion Department is the only one in New England to be
accredited by CAPRA, a national organization, | con- Dorothy
tacted Director Tad Nunez who is providing us full
support for the Vermont History Expo exhibit:

FROM OUR
COLLECTIONS :

This issue | am featuring a ret-old artifact donated . . .
recently. Many of you will recognize it [sorry it is ng Harthrd HlStO”C&' SOC|ety

in full color!] as the recent Winter Olympics brougl Post Office Box 547, Hartford, VT 05040547
this past event to the mind of several folks. This pl http://lwww.hartfordhistory.org

tic banner was waved along the route of the Olym
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flowers of spring over the graves of the country's defenders. The number of living soldiers in Hartford is
small; while the graves of their fallen comrades, though few in our home cemetery, are far more numerous
about the hospitals, the prisons and fields of strife in the south land, than most people of this peaceful day,
even among their own townsmen, are aware. Of the first company of one hundred, raised in Hartford, organ-
ized in our midsi and sent to the front in July, 1861, ("F" Co., 3d Vt. Reg't,) nearly half fell in their first bat-

tle, and dyed the waters of the Warwick with their best blood, when less than nine months in service. For-
ward, thence to the first engagement, from Yorktown to Appomattox, in Maryland and Pennsylvania, to drive
the invader south, and on the soil of Virginia, Carolina and along the shores of the Gulf and the banks of the
Mississippi, from the first alarm of war, till the final shout of victory, men of Hartford fought and fell with no
ambition but the unity of their country, the supremacy of its laws, peace and prosperity for the generations to
follow their sacrifice. Is it not fitting that they be remembered? That their achievements be cherished as a
boon to the living, and their graves strewn with flowers by the loving hands of a rescued and prosperous peo-
ple, saved by their loss, rescued by their devotion, made "free indeed" by their valor?

It is in comtemplation [sic] now, to make this, the coming anniversary, a celebration worthy of the
cause it commemorates. Col. Thomas O. Seaver, who was its captain in 1861, led the first of Hartford's volun-
teers to the defense of the nation's honor, has been invited to deliver the commemoration address, on the com-
ing decoration day, and has accepted the invitation. It will be a pleasure to the survivors of that command to
listen in peace to the voice of their veteran commander, and it ought to be no less a pleasure and privilege to
those of us who enjoy today in fullest measure the fruits of their work, without the bitter experience which
they must ever hold in remembrance.

For the occasion in 1881 more than half of the money needed for its expenses was contributed by the
few surviving comrades of those whose memory the day recalls, though there were many instances of generos-
ity by their fellow citizens which they remember with gratitude. The executive committee of the society now
proposes to issue tickets with their purpose endorsed upon them, in order that those of their fellow citizens
who esteem it a privilege to aid in the cause, may be enabled to do so; and it is hoped that such, and such only,
will contribute as are able to give, and are disposed to aid freely, and not grudgingly, to commemorate the
worthy deeds of those who shed their blood that the nation might live, and enjoy with peace "a new birth of
freedom in all its borders." These tickets will be found during the month of May at such places in various lo-
calities as to be within the reach of all who desire to aid in the cause. They are not tickets of admission, but
commemorative of the occasion. The price will be twéiviy cents each, and a record will be made in the
books of the association, giving the man and number of tickets taken by each person who invests. No other
means of raising funds for the expenses of the occasion, except by society assessments will be adopted. Any
number can be had by any individual, and all are cordially invited to attend upon the exercises of memorial
day, whether patrons of its expenses fund or not. Notices will appear in due time.

CURATORS CORNER

My topic this issue is Exhibits. | hope by now you have seen some of the Post Office Exhibits [which are also
in the Bugbee Center andi theuthemé isFamiltehThat Favewhanded [erratk 6 s
least had a great influence on] Our Town. Next year | hope to feature our Founding Families fof"the 250
Celebration.

The History Expo in Tunbridge is happehAqai ndh.i s Tyte
Board has decided to feature our Pérkeghich are not all the same as in the past! We are hoping some of you

will have photos of past picnics that we can scan to use in the exhibit. If you do, please contact me. It should
be an interesting exhibit, and | hope you can get up to Tunbridge the last weekend in June to see it and all the
other great displays and activities there. Thanks

Pat Stark
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swered by saying, ANumber, pl easeo, and then would
us, it was a very long reach.

Even though their customers couldno6t see them,
including nylons and high heels. During World War 1l, when nylons were unavailable, these intrepid women
simply put makeup on their legs and continued business as usual!

Working conditions were comfortable during the winter, but in the summer, the heat was sometimes
over whel mi ng. There was no air conditioning, and
little slips of paper that the operators used to keep track of calls. One operator tells of sweat dripping off the
end of her nose as she worked.

During the pred i a | phone &er a, operators knew everybody
would make wakeip calls, give the correct time, transfer calls and even hunt people down. When the whistle
on the fire station blew, the board would light up like a Christmas tree, with everyone wondering what was on
fire. This continued until 1979 when the office was computerized and the cord boards became obsolete. Then,
in 1961, dial service replaced manual service and phone callers no longer had to go through the operators to
make local calls.

The information that the four former operators shared with us will be presented in a Power Point for-
mat. Their stories are often humorous and always interesting. We hope that you will join us.

Mystery Item: Does anyone know what this is? Found near an old house site. It is made of wood, generally
rounded on fAtopod side and flat with no beveling on fAbot
have any ideas. Muriel Farrington found it.

WANTED: Someone to serve aart-time Treasurer for the Society. Position starts in June and the duties
are: Deposit checks, Pay bills, Track monies, Report to board monthly, Prepare end of the year report +
Turn profit/loss statement & balance sheet over to accountant yearly for income tax preparation

Please contact any of the directors if you have questions or are interested.

THANKS to Norma Adams fori denti fying the two band members
as Marjorie Gauthier & Burton Shepard! We still de¢

Symposium on Sustainability: Retrofitting Historic Buildings to Save Energy
June 4, 2010

Vermont Technical College, Randolp, Vi.

Information and registrationwww.ptvermont.org

4 Hartford Historical Society Newsletter


http://www.ptvermont.org

