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Next year is the 250
th

 Anniversary of our Charter!   

Here is a little relevant history for you. 

NEXT PROGRAM  
 

Wednesday, April 14, 7pm at the Greater Hartford Church of Christ in Hart-

ford Village.  David Mayhew, who grew up in Hartford Village, will speak on 

ñButlerôs Ditchò and Vermontôs Seventh Regiment in the Civil War.   In the sum-

mer of 1862, the Union attempted to regain control of the Mississippi River.  At 

the time, the last Confederate stronghold on the river was the heavily fortified 

town of Vicksburg.  An ill-conceived attempt to build a canal to bypass Vicksburg 

resulted in a tragic loss of life from disease in the Seventh Vermont Regiment.  

David will illustrate his talk with viewgraphs. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

Mary Nadeau, Program Chair 

CELEBRATING HARTFORDôS  

BIRTHDAY ðJULY 4, 1761 

 As you probably know, when this area was a howl-

ing wilderness it was partitioned off by the King of 

England. Actually it was done by Benning Wen-

tworth, the Governor of óNew Hampshireô Province.   

He signed the Charters for the new 

township in groups, and ours was 

on July 4th (along with Norwich, 

Lebanon, Thetford, Fairlee, Lyme, 

Hanover, Hartland, Windsor, En-

field, Canaan & Plainfield). These 

towns are referred to as the Middle 

Grants as they were chartered mid

-way in the granting period and 

are mid-way up the Connecticut 

Valley ï in the middle of the terri-

tory Benning Wentworth considered óhisô province. 

There is a rumor that ours was the first that day, or 

the first in Vermont, but who can tell? He did not put 

the time on them! 

 Most of our óMiddle Grant/Vermontô towns had 

two charters, as the Governor of New York also 

claimed this area and naturally didnôt recognize Wen-

tworthôs charters. Some towns still have both, but we 

donôt. The story, briefly, is that the Wentworth Char-

ter was sent, along with monies to cover órecording 

feesô to New York, but it sup-

posedly never reached there 

(NY has no knowledge of it). 

The person carrying it DID 

return, but went to his grave 

without revealing what hap-

pened to the charter and the 

money. FORTUNATELY our 

forefathers were smart enough 

to make a copy of that charter, 

which is now hanging in the 

Town Clerkôs Office for all to see. 

     So where does that leave us today? With no ques-

tion as to the date of our Birthday ï July 4th ï estab-

(Continued on page 3) 

From 1911 Celebration 


