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 An edited reprint from an article Chris McKinley, WRJ Yardmaster, had in the November issue of FOUR-

NINETY-FOUR NEWS 

 

Sunday, Nov 2. 2008. The CV round house caught fire at 1:45 pm. Bill Brigham called me ï I looked out 

the window and saw lots of smoke. At 2:25 pm I got to the site after walking to Route 4 and found the round 

house fully engulfed from the south end with four ladder trucks attacking it from Hartford, Hanover, Clare-

mont and Lebanon, as well as others to help out with a lot of pumpers in the four corners of the round house. 

 

It was built in 1929 to house ten new MT. Type 2-10-4 steam locomotives over 120ô long that were to be 

based in White River Junction. These were the largest to run in New England and ran at only 35 mph but 

could move a train of 80 cars, about what you see today on the NECR, without a helper engine. The last one 

left White River Junction in 1957 for the scrap line in St. Albans. 

 

In 1995 the New England Central Railroad took over the Central Vermont and moved a switcher, naming it 

train 600, into the round house east side with a two-man crew to run it ï mostly at night. Today there are 

eight NECR train crews using White River Junction as a crew base. I hope the NECR stays in White River 

Junction ï Iôd 

miss seeing these 

fellows when they 

arrive and depart 

on their respective 

trains if not. 

 

After 80 years of 

service the loss of 

White River Junc-

tionôs last round 

house on Novem-

ber 2nd, 2008 will 

be remembered as 

a sad day by rail 

fans, railroaders 

and citizens alike 

in the Upper Val-

ley and New Eng-

land. 

 

 

Photo by Chris 

McKinley 

THE CV ROUNDHOUSE 
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From the Chair . . .  
 

 Here's hoping that by the time you read this, 

we will be scheduling the re-opening of the Garipay 

House and planning an event that will get us together 

to enjoy the warmer weather. Possibilities discussed 

at the January Board meeting include a Block Party, 

an evening BBQ, a promotion party for the release of 

a new book,  a" kick-off" to establish the Bradley Me-

morial Fund....probably a special event in early 

May. Let us know if you have an idea for 

a Garipay  House neighborhood gathering. 

  Functioning without Jim Kenison has been a 

challenge, but each Board member has taken on 

added responsibilities and in the Obama spirit of 

2009, we recognize that we may be few in numbers, 

but we will surely continue to the best of our ability 

to research and preserve the history of Hartford. 

 

 YOU are already making history. YOU are 

probably already a member. The Board has decided it 

is time to stop mailing newsletters to those whose 

memberships have expired, so it is possible that YOU 

will receive two copies of this newsletter. We are ask-

ing YOU to pass on the extra copy.  

 If you have received a complimentary copy, 

we hope you will enjoy it and consider becoming a 

member.  Extra newsletters and applications 

are available on our web site [hartfordhistory.org], at 

the Hartford Library, and at the Municipal building. 

 

Remember: bring your friends to hear about Judge 

Guarino on Wednesday, April 8. 

 

Look forward to seeing YOU there! 

  

Dorothy Yamashita 
  

 

 

Ý April Program. Wednesday, 

April 8, 2009 ï 7 p.m.  
 Judge Guarinoôs son, Joseph, along with the 

other Guarino children, will present the many 

aspects of their fatherôs life, starting with his 

growing up in White River Junction, to his post-

secondary education, to his service in World War 

II, to his return home and his service to this com-

munity.  They will share some personal recollec-

tions of a very special father and grandfather. 

 There will be a question/answer period and 

refreshments will be served following the pro-

gram. 

 Please join us for a wonderful evening! 

 

Ý Wednesday, May 27   

Book Signing of   

HARTFORD  
by Frank J. Barrett will be presented by the Quechee 

Library and the Historical Society at the Quechee Li-

brary after their annual meeting at 7pm. All are wel-

come and refreshments will be served. 

Coming Events  

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
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Hartford Genealogy Resource Center 

 
The HGRC Genealogy Forum has a new look.  Check it out at http://www.hartfordhistory.org/forum/.  Cur-

rently anyone can post without registering, though posts must be approved to be viewable.  HHS members can 

upload attachments as well as post inquiries.  Log on and register to contribute some activity to this message 

forum.  Indicate that you are an Hartford Historical Society member to receive the higher level access.  Send 

suggestions to me at jetron@comcast.net.   

 

 
Work continues on our tombstone photo project.  Several photos were received for some Gershom Bartlett-

carved tombstones (thanks!).  Check your archives for tombstone photos and e-mail to me (one at a time) for 

inclusion in our database.   

 

 
A genealogy starter kit (CD) is available for a donation.  It contains a full-featured genealogy software pro-

gram (Legacy 7) and many forms used to record data, including pedigree and family charts.  Come visit the 

HGRC any Monday afternoon, 1-5pm. 
 

 

 

What is the best genealogy software program? 
There are many different programs available with varying levels of user-friendliness and features.  The best 

one for you is the one that you find most comfortable to use and the one that you will continue to use.  To see a 

review of many different programs, some of which have demos you can try before buying, see  

 

http://www.gensoftreviews.com/?from=oldsite. 

 

 

 Projects  

 

We have several ongoing projects including indexing  and filing.   If you have some time to volunteer, let me 

know (jetron@comcast.net). 



A recently discovered little known óFirstô for our town! 
 

 

NEW BROADCAST STUNT AT WHITE RIVER JUNCTION  
 

First Time Radio Has been Worked from Scene of Disaster 

 

[Reprinted from the 11/10/2007 issue of the Chelsea Herald]  

 

Broadcasting direct from the scene of a great catastrophe was accomplished for the first time in the his-

tory of radio Sunday afternoon, following the flood at 5 oôclock, when portable station WATT of the Edison 

Electric Illuminating Company of Boston, installed on the grounds of the Hartford High school at White River 

Junction, successfully transmitted a summary of the flood conditions. 

 Arriving late Sunday morning, Chief Operator Ralph Mathewson and Roger Ellis, assistant, succeeded 

in whipping the set into shape to operate entirely on storage batteries loaned by a local battery dealer.  Over 100 

towns folk gathered around the improvised studio in the school hallway to catch their first glimpse of the 

method of broadcasting.  Lewis S. Whitcomb, in charge of the party made the introductory announcements and 

gave a survey of the flood scenes. He in turn was followed by newspapermen, who gave snatches of the damage 

wreaked by the 30-foot swell of the White and Connecticut rivers at that point, and problems facing inhabitants 

in reclamation work and conservation of available fresh provisions. 

 The station went on the air shortly after 7 oôclock again and continued at frequent intervals until after 

midnight. 

The broadcast covered a wide territory, and was heard in Boston by several people.  Lebanon and Bel-

lows Falls residents reported clear and strong reception of the station on 400 meters, despite the fact that several 

large commercial stations completely blanket that territory.  Many of the towns reached were cut off from com-

munication by phone and wire, and the roads were practically impassable. 

 WATT and party left for Boston Monday morning. 
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Fire at Peteôs Tire at CV Roundhouse.  Photo by  Chris McKinley 


