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 In the July/August 2006 issue of this newsletter, I 

wrote an article about a small cemetery referred to as Pot-

terôs Field, located on property once owned by the 

Leighton/Bartlett family in Hartford.  All members of that 

family were buried together, except for Mary, who, ac-

cording to the last deed filed when the property passed out 

of the Leightonôs hands, was referred to as the wife of 

Joseph Leighton, youngest son of Isaac Leighton. 

 

 In one part of Potterôs Field cemetery there is a sin-

gle stone, found amongst several field stonesða cut head-

stone with the hand-scratched initials ñM.L.ò. 

 

 Two years later, a descendant of the Leightonôs, 

Patricia Marcotte, contacted me through the Historical 

Societyôs inquiry section.  Through subsequent correspon-

dence and a visit to the Potterôs Field cemetery, including 

a lot of questions thrown back and forth, Pat and I came 

up with the following: 

 

 Mary A. Kendall Leighton, wife of Joseph Leighton, 

was married to, and the widow of, John Colby Leighton.  

They were from Brookline, Massachusetts.  John died 

March 1905 at the age of 86 years, three months, seven 

days.   Mary and Joseph were married December 25, 

1905.  What is interesting is that John was Isaac 

Leightonôs brother, the uncle of Joseph. 

 

The Mystery of M.L. Continues  
 Mary subsequently died April 2, 1909 at age 72 

years, seven months, eleven days, according to her death 

certificate.  However, her marriage certificate to Joseph 

says she was only 60.  At the time of her first husband 

Johnôs demise, she was 68 years.  Joseph, her 2nd hus-

band, died in 1911 at age 65, which made him age 60 

when married. 

 

 To answer the M.L. mystery, it still goes on, as 

Mary was buried in Mt. Auburn cemetery in Brookline, 

Massachusetts, with her first husband John.  So, who is 

buried beneath the stone with the lovingly carved initials 

ñM.L.ò?    A family by the name of Lamphere owned the 

property prior to the Leightonôs and ran a Town Farm.  

Perhaps this was a Lamphere? 

 

 Photo and story by Art Peale.  The photo is enhanced to 

show initials. 
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